Cancer and thrombosis revisited.
Remarkable progress has been made since the first description of the association between cancer and thrombosis by Trousseau over 100 years ago. Now, it is clear that there is a two-way connection between coagulation and cancer as tumor results in alterations in hemostatic balance, and thrombosis may promote tumor cell growth. A variety of clinical thrombotic syndromes may present in cancer patients including local and systemic venous and arterial thromboses. More evidence is now being gathered on the potential of antithrombotic regimens to prolong survival of cancer patients. Whether the use of novel antithrombotic drugs may result in a better outcome remains to be determined.